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be difficult to find an instance of more flagrant debase-
ment of religious proselytism for political purposes,
or one more calculated to intensify the suspicions
with which the Chinese regarded missionary activities.
If, in later years, Li Hung-chang was disposed to be
frankly cynical on the subject of the European
Powers' concern for their respective religious propa-
ganda, who shall blame him ?

The German Government, for reasons manifestly
political, refused in 1882 to allow the French religious
protectorate to be applied any longer to German
missionaries ; it insisted on these taking out their
passports through the German Legation. The ques-
tion became acute in 1886, after the appointment
of Bishop Anzer to Shantung. The Vatican was
persuaded to give its consent in 1890 to the new
procedure, though a similar arrangement proposed
by the Italian Government was vetoed. The position
created for the unfortunate Chinese authorities by
this unseemly strife in the name of religion was one
of no little embarrassment. Herr von Brandt, German
Minister at Peking, was perfectly frank in dealing
with Bishop Anzer: the " protection " of mission-
aries was a political asset which Germany had no
intention of surrendering to any other Power. Bishop
Anzer, an honest man, was divided between his duty
as a loyal German and his duty as a priest, for Pope
Leo XIIL made no secret of his preference for the
French protectorate. Before finally deciding on his
course of action the Bishop went to consult the Pope>
and Li Hung-chang seized the occasion to write to
Cardinal Rampolla suggesting the possibility of some
arrangement to regulate the status of Christians in
China. He still clung to the hope of seeing a Papal